
We’re kicking off a new series this Sunday, called THE INVISIBLES.
Our goal is to come alongside you, in what you’re already doing, to help grow your student in their 
walk with Christ. This Parent Cue is specifically for you--to hear what they’re hearing on Sunday 
mornings/evenings, and for you to be as well-equipped as possible to continue the conversations 
at home. It’s divided up into three sections: 1) Be a student of what they’re learning, 2) Be a 
student of your student, 3) Action Point.

1. Be a Student of What They are Learning
We are surrounded by the invisibles. These are people who simply want to know someone cares, 
someone notices--people who want to know God cares. Some of us would even say we feel that way--
invisible to an entire world. Whether that feeling is familiar or not, the reality is, each one of us has felt 
invisible at one point or another. But we didn’t stay that way. God saw us; He sees the invisibles. And 
because God took notice of us, we are able to open our eyes to see those around us. 

 Session One: SESSION ONE: CAN YOU SEE ME? (October 21st)
Bottom Line: At some point in your life, you were invisible--but Jesus saw you. 
Scripture References: John 5:6-9; Romans 5:6
Special note: There will be NO Life Groups and/or CRUX this Sunday, due to Fall Break. We will, 
however, be traveling to Plainfield Christian Church for a Night of Worship with the Jordan 
Howerton Band.

SESSION TWO: IN FOCUS (October 28th)
Bottom Line: Because we've been seen, we should now see the invisibles in our lives. 
Scripture References: Deuteronomy 10:17-19; Micah 6:8
Special Note: Life Groups & CRUX back this weekend!

PLEASE NOTE: ON NOVEMBER 4TH, WE ARE ENCOURAGING ALL STUDENTS TO 
PARTICIPATE IN STUDENT-LEAD MAIN SERVICE. WE WILL NOT MEET AS USUAL IN THE 
VINE. We will still have Life Groups & CRUX, however!

SESSION THREE: SEEING BEYOND THE SEEN (November 11th)
Bottom Line: Jesus sees beyond our visible need to the one we may not be able to see.
Scripture References; John 4:7-16; John 4:28-29; James 2:14-17

2. Be a Student of Your Student
Spiritual leader--two words people use a lot at church, and ones that often direct right at you as a 
parent. Those words can be pretty intimidating. Leading our kids spiritually is one of those things we 
know we should do, maybe even want to do, but we’re just not sure how.
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But when it comes to the influence you have on your kids spiritually, it is something we rarely learn 
how to do until we simply make the decision to do it. We can read books. We can listen to guidance. We 
can observe the pros. But we can’t really make any strides until we simply take the plunge and make 
the first move. 

For a lot of us, there is nothing more scary than endeavoring to navigate our own spirituality, let alone 
talk with our kids about their spirituality. But we can’t be non-participants in this. We can’t watch from 
the sidelines and allow the youth pastor, the small group leader, or the church as a whole take over a 
role designed and purposed for you as parents--as tempting, appealing, and easy as that might be.

Your kids need YOU--more than they need a youth pastor. Your kids need YOU--more than they need a 
small group leader. Your kids need you--more than they need a spiritually impressive church. All of 
those play an important role, but they don’t lessen your role. Your kids need you, because your kids are 
watching you, observing you, taking note of you and the value you place on what is going on with them 
spiritually. So fading into the background isn’t really an option.

Make yourself available to your students. Don’t allow yourself to become invisible in your own 
teenager’s life. Kids notice your willingness to simply be there--whether they acknowledge it now or 
years later. Your presence alone is communicating a valuable message: “I care about you. You matter 
to me. So, I am going to make sure you have my attention. You have my time. You have me.” This could 
mean you make the effort to drop off or pick up your student from a program, or it could mean you are 
simply tuned into what is happening in student ministry. Doing this communicates to both the youth 
pastor and to your student that what they are doing has validity, is important, and matters enough to 
you for you to know what is going on.

3. Action Point
So how do you even begin to engage your kids when it comes to their spiritual well being? For one, 
start by asking questions. I remember hearing years ago that people can easily determine what I value 
and what matters to me by the questions I ask them. The questions we ask our kids reveal what means 
the most to us. Are we only concerned about their grades, their whereabouts, and their messy rooms? 
Or do we take time to ask about their time in church? What did they enjoy about their time there? Was 
there something that stuck out they heard or talked about? Was there anything that challenged them 
or confused them? Begin a conversation, a dialogue, an ongoing connection that happens because you 
have made an effort to care about what happens when they’re at church.

Get connected to a wider community of parents at www.orangeparents.org.
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